
FILM
Jānis Nords (1983) has recently gained international 
recognition with his film “Mother, I love you”; film direc-
tor Laila Pakalniņa (1962) has made a name for herself 
on the European Film landscape with her unique style.

THEATRE
Alvis Hermanis (1965) is one of the leading theatre di-
rectors in Europe; Vladislavs Nastavševs (1978), Valters 
Sīlis (1985) are two of the most promising young Lat-
vian directors. 

SPORTS
Māris Štrombergs (1987), double Olympic champion 
and the first ever winner of Olympic BMX, is currently 
the most popular athlete in Latvia. 

ART
Ilmārs Blumbergs, (1943), Inta Ruka (1958), Jānis 
Avotiņš (1981), Andris Eglītis (1981), Kristaps Ģelzis 
(1962), Katrīna Neiburga (1978) are some of most 
visible artists on the Latvian contemporary art scene. 
Internationally renowned Mark Rothko (1903-1970), 
Gustavs Klucis (1895-1938) were born in Latvia.

LITERATURE 
Inga Ābele (1972), Nora Ikstena (1969), Kārlis Vērdiņš
(1979), Inese Zandere (1958) are just a few contempo-
rary Latvian talents whose works have been translated
into English, French, Czech and other languages. 

MUSIC 
Ēriks Ešenvalds (1977), Pēteris Vasks (1946) are interna-
tionally recognized composers. Mariss Jansons (1943) 
and Andris Nelsons (1978) are two of the most celebrat-
ed conductors on the global stage. 

Distinguished Individuals

Theatre director Alvis Hermanis

Olympic BMX champion Māris Štrombergs

Kristaps Ģelzis Artificial Piece (Contemporary Landscape), 54th Venice Biennale International Art Exhibition.
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contact the Latvian Embassy or 
Consulate in your country, 
or the Latvian Institute:
Latvijas Institūts
Pils iela 21, Rīga
LV 1050, Latvia.
Phone: (+371) 6750 3663
Fax: (+371) 6750 3669
info@li.lv
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Latvia’s territory consists of fertile lowland plains and 
moderate hills, with most of its territory situated 
around 100m above sea level. The country has vast for-
ested areas, an extensive network of rivers, thousands 
of lakes, and hundreds of kilometers of seashore lined 
with pine forests, dunes, and white sandy beaches. The 
country’s strategic location between the Nordic coun-
tries and Russia has made it an international crossroad 
for trade, commerce, and cultural exchange since an-
cient times. 

Latvia
in Brief

The Republic of Latvia was founded 
in 1918 on the coast of the Baltic 
Sea, in a territory that has been 
home to the Latvian language and 
culture for thousands of years.

Republic of Latvia  
Latvijas Republika
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Size: 64,6 km2, 
5 times smaller than Germany 
and twice as big as Belgium

Forest area of total land: 
3 times more than UK 
(44,60% Latvia, 
11,76% United Kingdom)

Highest point Gaiziņkalns, 
311.6 metres, 12 metres 
higher than the Eiffel tower.

Largest lake Lubāns, 
80.7 sq.km, the size of 
Strasbourg city (78.26 km2)
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Rīga
Latvia’s political, economic, and cultural center is Rīga, 
where more than one third of Latvia’s population lives 
and works. Rīga is listed by UNESCO as one of the 
world’s most important cultural and architectural sites. 
Rīga has hosted a NATO summit, a world hockey cham-
pionship, the Eurovision Song Contest, and many other 
large-scale international events; in 2014 Rīga is the Eu-
ropean Capital of Culture. Rīga International Airport is 
one of the fastest growing travel hubs in Europe and 
provides flights to 81 destinations.

Government
Latvia is a democratic, parliamentary republic. Legisla-
tive power lies in the hands of a single chamber, the 
Saeima, which has 100 deputies. Parliamentary elec-
tions are held every 4 years. Latvia’s head of state, the 
President, is elected by the Saeima for a period of 4 
years. There is universal suffrage for Latvian citizens 
over the age of 18.

Language
Latvian is a language of the Balt group which belongs 
to the Indo-European language family. Its only linguis-
tic relative is Lithuanian, considered to be among the 
oldest and least changed of all living Indo-European 
languages. It is estimated that 1,5 million people world-
wide use Latvian as their primary language. English and 
Russian are widely spoken throughout Latvia, while 
German, French, and the Scandinavian languages are 
also frequently heard. 

Foreign Policy
Latvia joined the European Union and NATO in 2004. 
Cooperation with its neighbors in the Baltic Sea region 
is a priority for Latvia, and a key goal is development of 
strategic global ties.  

Education
Latvia has traditionally had one of the highest ratios of 
students per capita in the world. The state guarantees 
free primary and secondary school education and of-
fers scholarships for higher education. Latvia provides 
ethnic minority schools, where classes are taught in 
Belorussian, Estonian, Hebrew, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Roma, Russian, and Ukrainian.

Religious Confessions
Latvia is a secular state. The main religious confessions 
are Evangelic Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Russian 
Orthodox but there is a strong ecumenical tradition. 

Economy
The main production sectors are IT, chemical and 
pharmaceutical industries, electronics, mechanical en-
gineering, timber and construction, food processing, 
textiles, fishery, and agriculture. The Bank of Latvia is a 
participant of the European System of Central Banks. 
Since Latvia joined the EU, more than 20 international 
and national commercial banks have been operating in 
the country, offering a full array of banking services. 

Latvia’s three major ports – Rīga, Ventspils, and Liepāja 
are ice-free and service a wide range of global shipping 
needs.

Currency
As of  January 1, 2014 Latvia becomes the eighteenth 
Member State of the Euro zone. Previously the official 
currency was the Lat, consisting of 100 santīms. 

Nature
With over 44 percent of its territory covered by forests, 
a vast network of free-flowing rivers and thousands of 
lakes, Latvia is one of Europe’s best-preserved havens 
for a wide variety of wildlife. Over 27 thousand spe-
cies of flora and fauna thrive in natural settings that 
are still relatively undisturbed by man. Many rare spe-
cies, such as the black stork and lesser spotted eagle, 
make their homes in Latvia’s mixed forests, marshes, 
and meadows. 

Climate
Latvia’s weather features a temperate maritime
climate, with mild summers, moderate winters,
and high levels of humidity and precipitation.
Summer: June – August +13°C +19°C,
average precipitation 195 mm.
Winter: December – February -7°C  0°C
average precipitation: 116 mm.

Latvian: 59.5%

Russian: 27%

Belorussian: 3.45%

Ukrainian: 2.42%

Polish: 2.25%

Lithuanian: 1.3 %

Other nationalities: 4.08%

Ethnic composition in 2013

Latvia’s trading partners in 2012

EU 72.4%

CIS 14.6%

Norway 2.4%

Afganistan 1.6%

Other 9%

Latvians in 2013

Urban: 67.5% Rural: 32.5%

2,024 million
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